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“This country was put together not only by bloodlines, Kin and Tradition, but by tides of newcomers of every stock, creed and persuasion.”

Peter C. Newman, 1997

Canadian Journalist

Halifax NS Immigration Museum

This quote about Canada can apply equally to the United States and many countries in Europe and reminds us that immigration is a natural phenomenon, not a novel or pathology-inducing event.  In fact, one could argue that citizens of many countries are in fact only immigrants with seniority (Bryant, 1997).  In this chapter we speculate about the future status of immigrant fathers and provide some guidelines for theory development and research in the coming decade.

The Historical Context of Immigration
Several assumptions guide our thinking about the issues associated with parenting, immigration, and child development that suggest the need to examine the historical context of immigration in recognition of the diversity of immigrant fathers. To fully appreciate how immigrant fathers adapt to their new geographic and cultural milieus, the historical time period in which these groups migrate needs to be recognized.  For example, the pattern of acculturation that characterized immigrant groups in the United States at the turn of the 20th century was one of relatively rapid assimilation into the mainstream culture and where ethnic orientations were bounded by homogenous ethnic enclaves.  In contrast, the current wave of immigration that is occurring a century later is less likely to promote an abandonment or bounded expression of the cultural heritage of one’s country of origin and more likely to encourage biculturalism and mutual accommodation. 

To use cultural brokering as an example, it is clear that earlier historical immigrant populations faced linguistic issues (Gerber, Seller, Guitar, & Fisher, 1997; Janni & McLean, 2002), although it is not clear to what degree children acted as the liaisons between their parents and the social context outside the home and their ethnic communities.  For children to act as cultural brokers for their parents, they must be more adept in the use of the English language, possibly as a function of a historical trend in which more immigrant children are participating in public schooling and becoming more facile in their second language acquisition.  Research on prevalence of cultural brokering notes the importance of conditions that necessitate communication between immigrant populations and the host country, where strategies including brokering are influenced by the degree of self-sufficiency that immigrant communities establish (Zhou, 2001). Could the meaning, consequences, and utility of child cultural brokering be the same within different historical periods?  Within the past twenty years opportunities to interact with the U.S. culture have emerged independent of the school context, including the availability and accessibility of personal computers, the internet, cell phones, and other technological devices that are commonly used by children (and never quite as well by their parents). To fully appreciate how the changing historical context modifies this phenomenon requires a detailed historical examination of form, frequency and consequences of brokering in different points in our history.  A similar opportunity is present with the patterns of worker migration from Eastern to Western Europe; this issue could benefit from US-European comparisons with both viewed through a historically informed perspective.   
        Moreover, the demographic context of the United States in which the current wave of immigration is embedded has shifted radically over the last century.  Seventy to eighty years ago the percentage of the population that was minority was 9.7% African American and 1.7% other racial minorities (US Census Bureau, 1933).  In other words, 90% of the population was White.  In contrast, according to recent Census figures (US Census Bureau, 2003), the demographic picture has changed radically.  In 2003, 31% of the population belonged to a racial or ethnic minority group - a threefold increase in the minority population since the 1930s.  Trends suggest that in parts of the United States some ethnic groups, such as Latinos, will be a majority by the year 2030.  In the future, some ethnic groups may shift from minority to majority status.  This shift in demographic proportional representation will have profound implications for economic opportunities, political influence and social policy decisions that will alter the role of fathers as well as the socio-emotional adjustments of fathers and their families.  If Latinos fathers are part of the majority, for example, then economic status may increase and social services may be more available; in turn, fathers may have more time for children, may suffer less discrimination and prejudice and, in turn, their children may be better adjusted.  As such, it appears important to track rates and changes in cohorts of immigrant fathers to describe and evaluate the changing demographic context of immigrant fathers in North America.  In view of these demographic shifts, there is both an opportunity to evaluate the generalizability of our assumptions about developmental processes and a moral obligation to understand better a larger segment of our population.
Beyond a single snapshot of the immigrant father: From Snapshots to Video
There is no single portrait of immigrant fathers but many portraits. Progress will only be made if we recognize the heterogeneity of immigrant fathers.  A variety of factors need to be considered that will influence fathering attitudes and behavior.  Immigrants come to a new country for very different reasons.  Some are asylum seekers or refugees who wish to avoid religious, political or ethnic prosecution. Others seek new economic opportunities. Lumping immigrants who arrive for vastly different reasons will make our task of unraveling the puzzle of immigrant fathers more difficult. Rather we need to know how these motivations to move explain and alter fathering behaviors.  

Reasons for immigration are not independent of legal/illegal status.  While asylum seekers and/or refugees may often be legal immigrants, many economic-opportunity oriented immigrants may be illegal residents. Undocumented fathers are likely influenced by their perceived need for secrecy and by a lack of trust in official institutions. Does this mistrust lead to more social isolation from others in the community and its services, such as social service, educational and health agencies?  To what extent have fathers forged alternative relationships with “non-official, non-reporting” faith-based organizations and how have these networks influenced fathering practices and notions of fatherhood? 


Welfare reforms enacted in 1996 excluded many non-citizens from eligibility for public programs, leading some immigrant parents to refrain from seeking public benefits for their children, who, were eligible for such benefits,if born in the United States (Hernandez, 2004). It is clear that immigrant children are less likely to be insured or use mental health services than U.S. born children (Huang, Yu, & Ledsky, 2006), the children of undocumented immigrants are using services at greater rates than their parents. Over half of children in immigrant families live in mixed-status households (where at least one household member is not a U.S. citizen), posing new challenges for service providers (Hernandez, 2004).  Non-citizen parents may not know that their children are eligible for important services or may be afraid that they will be deported if they contact government agencies. 

These dilemmas raise new questions for researchers studying immigrant families. Are economically motivated fathers more likely to return to their home country after establishing a degree of economic resources than refugees who are less able to safely travel between the U.S. and their country of origin?  Are they more or less likely to transplant their family from one country to another strictly based on earnings that are easily transferred across borders?  Variations in long–term commitment to the host country will have profound impacts on attitudes toward new customs, norms and language.  Rates of assimilation, for example, will vary depending on the prospect of staying permanently or returning to a home country as a long-term goal.  It is possible that religious and political refugees are more likely to focus on these opportunities and instill these interests in their children. As such, are economic refugees more likely to involve their children in family economic work?  Although early involvement in work outside the home has been associated with problematic development for native-born children (Greenberger & Steinberg, 1986), considerably less attention has been paid to the effects of such employment for foreign born children.

How do the family structures of different types of immigrants vary?  Sojourner fathers (or mothers) who immigrate for relatively brief periods of time in order to take advantage of seasonal or periodic job opportunities may have very different family contact patterns than permanent immigrants (Glenn, 1992; Hondagneu-Sotelo & Avila, 1997). Sojourners may move temporarily without their families who stay in the country of origin in contrast to permanent immigrants who may come as a family unit. We know little about the impact of these alternative contact patterns on household authority patterns.  Do fathers who are absent experience more difficulty in asserting their authority relative to mothers or extended kin who are stable figures in children’s lives?  Do marital problems increase as a result of the patterns of inter-country mobility?  Do these outcomes shift with duration of absence and/or the degree of contact between fathers and their families?  As free-market, neo-liberal economic agents create increasing economic disparities in semi-periphery and periphery countries (Chase-Dunn, 1998; Volker & Chase-Dunn, 1985), decisions to migrate internationally for work are becoming increasingly necessary.  In the future, with the increasingly widespread availability of new communication technologies such as the internet for transmission of photos, video phones, and other advances, the impact of these separations on fathers may shift. However, immigrant families are often too poor to have access to the new technologies. Moreover families in the country of origin may have limited access to computers as well (Suárez-Orozco & Suárez-Orozco, 2001). As Sanger (1999) found, access varies across ethnic groups: Asian-Americans have more access to these new modes of communication than Latinos or African Americans.

Finally immigrants tend to reside in different types of communities. Sojourners, for example, often live in highly homogeneous work-based community facilities oriented toward unmarried or unaccompanied workers with few family centered housing opportunities.  In contrast, permanent immigrants tend to cluster – at least initially – in ethnically homogeneous communities that are often more family-oriented.  Others, due to economic constraints, may reside in ethnically mixed communities and high-risk neighborhoods (Coltrane, Melzer, Vega & Parke, 2005). Tracking how these community characteristics alter fathering behaviors is a major challenge.                                                                                                                                           

As the title of this section suggests, we need to recognize the dynamic character of the immigration process and move beyond the metaphor of snapshots that are cross-sectional and time bound to a more contemporary “video” metaphor (Pomerantz, Ruble, & Bolger, 2003) that is longitudinal and is able to capture change across time.  Documenting the changes across time for the diverse types of immigrant fathers is critical for progress in this area.

The continuing interplay between work and immigration.
In this section we consider a variety of issues that will confront immigrant fathers and their families, including economic challenges, educational barriers and language obstacles.  Although many men leave their country of origin in order to improve their economic situation, economic hardship remains a significant problem for many immigrants. Immigrants continue to work in low paying jobs that require long hours to make a living wage. As our recent work (Coltrane, Parke and Adams, 2004; Parke et al., 2004a) illustrates, immigrant fathers who experience economic hardship show similar patterns of adjustment problems as their European American counterparts, namely increases in depression and marital problems, higher levels of harsh parenting and, in turn, higher levels of internalizing and externalizing among their children.    

      Listen to these Mexican American fathers who when asked what they would change in their parenting talked about how work-related stress can lead to harsh and explosive reactions to their children:

I get upset quickly, I get frustrated.  Maybe it’s because I’m so tired, I don’t know, but I get upset, I get frustrated.

Me molesto rapido. Me desespero.  Tal vez sea por el cansancio, no se, pero si me molesto.  Me desespero.

-36-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

Or another father a 30-year old first generation immigrant father, “change my temper” was his response to the query about what he would like to change:  

I would change my character a little, my character because of work, or financial worries, because of it I’m a bit demanding.

Cambiaria un poco mi character, mi character a veces por el trabajo. O las preocupaciones del dinero, por eso soy un poco exijente. 
-30-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

Moreover, economic stress takes its toll on immigrant fathers’ availability to their children as well. Listen to these fathers who lament about the lack of time with their children due to work demands.“Well, play with him more because we don’t have time to play with him. Work doesn’t let me, I even work on Sundays,” said a 30-year-old Mexican immigrant father who had been in the United States for ten years. As these quotes illustrate, economic conditions play a major role in shaping the quality and quantity of father involvement.

        However, it is probably too narrow to focus exclusively on economically disadvantaged immigrant fathers.  As Suárez-Orozco and Suárez-Orozco (2001) note “An emerging feature of the new economic landscape – the increasing ‘hourglass’ shape of the opportunity structure – is of central relevance to the lives and future of immigrants and their children.  On one end of the hourglass, high-skilled immigrants are moving into well-remunerated knowledge–intensive industries at an unprecedented rate (e.g. Silicon Valley jobs where 32% are immigrants).  On the other end of the hourglass economy, large numbers of low skilled immigrants are entering poorly paid and uninsured service–sector jobs” (p. 61).  Where as our focus as a field has been on the lower half of the hourglass, in the future we need to describe in more detail the lives of immigrant fathers at the top end of the hourglass.  Do they still, in spite of economic success, experience discrimination and prejudice?  How is their fathering different from economically deprived fathers?  Do the demands of high prestige and time demanding jobs make them less available to their children as fathers?  Can we learn new lessons from these economically successful immigrants in terms of strategies for improving economic success of more impoverished immigrants?  One note of caution - there are clear confounds between economic success and country of origin that need to be addressed in this area. While many Mexican and Latin immigrants are often poor and relatively limited in their education, Asian and Indian immigrants are often better educated and are able to move to the U.S. legally as a result of their job skills and corporate sponsorship. Do these fathers move with their families more frequently than less educated immigrant fathers who often leave their families behind? Such differences underscore our need to recognize and learn from the diversity that characterizes immigrant fathers. There are many types of economic experiences that immigrant fathers face and we need to pay more attention to this diversity of economic opportunities and assess its impact on fathering.

Impact of the educational disparity between immigrant fathers and their children
Another consequence of the differential opportunities available to immigrant parents and children is the resulting inability of many immigrant fathers to serve as educational tutors and guides for their children. Not only does this impede the eventual academic attainment of their children, but may be a further source of intergenerational conflict and cause of heightened emotional distance between fathers and their children. It may also lessen the child’s respect for their fathers due to their awareness of his educational limitations. Children even take advantage of parents’ linguistic limitations and their lack of knowledge about the educational system. For example, Suárez-Orozco and Suárez-Orozco (2001) reported that “a thirteen-year-old Mexican boy admitted to us that he had told his parents that the F on his report card stood for ‘fabulous’ ” (p. 74). From our own work with Mexican American families we find that fathers are painfully aware of how their limitations in English interferes with their ability to help their children with their homework:

I wouldn’t change much. Actually I would try to help more in her school work because I really have not been able to help them in that because of the English barrier and because I’m not good at school. 

Lo que yo, no cambiaria casi, mas bien trataria de poder ayudarlas mas en sus cuestiones de escuela, porque casi no he podido you ayudarlas en eso, por la barrer del Ingles y porque no soy muy bueno para la escuela.
- 33-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

How have you handled problems that your child has had at school?

Well to plan all the time to try to be, if we go to school that there is someone that talks to me in Spanish.  Yes, yes because…I normally understand a little, a little English but not a lot.  No his…to speak it I don’t know how to speak it, darn.  Like sometimes he…sometimes I tell him, I mean that they are talking to me in English I tell him to tell me what he is saying, I mean he doesn’t know how to tell me, like I know…how do you say…he gets, he gets embarrassed and at the end he doesn’t know how to say what it is that they are saying in English.

Pos planear todo el tiempo tratando de que hayga, si vamos a la escuela que alguien quienme hable espanol.  Si, si porque…you normalmente si entiendo poco, poco ingles pero no mucho.  No su…hablando no lo se hablar, caray.  Como a veces el a veces le digo que, osea que me estan hablando ingles digo que me diga que me estan diciendo, osea no me sabe decir, como que se...como se dice…le da, le da verguenza y al ultimo no sabe decir es lo que estan diciendo en ingles.  

- 47-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

I would say, try to help on her homework when she say s she doesn’t understand.  I do all I can although sometimes its’ difficult because of the language.  She will help me understand what it says in English.

Yo diria, tartar de ayudarle en las tareas cuando dice que no entiende.  Yo hago todo lo possible por ayudar.  Por ayudar aunque aveces se me hace dificil por el idioma y que ella me ayude en que dice en ingles. 

- 48-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father
Or consider this father who recognizes that his child has advanced beyond his own    level of educational achievement: 

My oldest entered, got to eighth grade, high school. I tried to explain some equations from first grade, second grade and I felt very good when she assimilated them even though I had to go through all of the bibliography and all of the textbooks that she used. I remember, I tried to explain and she understood, and she has gotten very good grades in mathematics, and now well, now it’s like she speaks to me in Chinese because she is taking analytic trigonometry, analytic geometry that I don’t understand, but she’s advancing.
Mi hija la mayor entro, llego a octavo grado a high school, y ellos empezaron a ver matematicas, algebra, y yo recordando viejos tiempos, yo trate de explicarle unas equaciones de primer grado, segundo grado y me senti muy bien que ella lo asimilo a pesar de que yo tuve que revisar de nuevo todo lo que traia la bibliografia y todos los textos que ella traia, que ella utilize. Me acorde, trate de explicarle y lo entendio, y ha tenido muy buenas calificaciones en matematicas y ya pues ahora asi ya me platica en chino porque ya tiene trigonometria, analitica, geometria analitica que yo ya no entiendo, pero ella esta avanzando.

- 43-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father
Finally, some immigrant fathers may simply be unaware of the rules and routes through the educational system such as the courses that are needed to enter college, the potential sources of financial aid, or the availability of career counseling services. This lack of information may limit their ability to offer guidance and help to their children as they traverse the education maze and result in often premature departure from the school system.

Do you think it is harder for kids whose parents did not go to school here as opposed to the kids whose parents did go to school here?

I think it is.  Because she sometimes wants us to help and sincerely we can’t.  We can’t even help in the language.  Unfortunately, we can’t even explain it to her in our language, no we can’t.  Well sometimes one does feel bad.  That wants to help but can’t.

Yo pienso que si.  Porque quiere que avaces uno le ayude yo sinceramente no podemos.  Ni siquiera el idioma podemos.  Desgraciadamente ni nuestro idioma podemos explicarle no nostoros no. Pues si aveces se siente uno mal.  Que quiere ayudarle y no puede. 

- 48-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

Do you think it is harder for kids whose parents did not go to school here as opposed to the kids whose parents did go to school here?

Well I think so.  Well for example the guys at least speak the language and they have studied.  For example that I am still doing high school here like it is, I cannot give an explanation to her.  There are homework’s that they get now and I see that she is complaining.  If I could well I would help her but unfortunately I don’t have an idea to help her.  Yes, that is the hardest.
A pues you creo que si.  Pues por ejemplo los senores por lo menos hablan el idioma y tienen estudio.  Por ejemplo que yo todavia estoy haciendo aqui mi high school aqui como sea, me falta para darle explicacion a ella.  Hay tareas que se le dan ahorita y veo que esta renegando.  Si yo pudiera pues la ayudaria pero desgraciadamete no tengo la idea para ayudarla.  Si eso es lo duro. 



- 48-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

These examples illustrate the problems that many immigrant fathers face as they seek to support their children’s educational progress, therefore, we need to be aware of the diversity of educational attainment across fathers from different countries of origin. The relatively high success rate of Asian and White immigrants, for example, reminds us that we cannot generalize easily across immigrant groups (Vernez & Abrahamse, 1996).  Clearly more attention to how different ethnic groups negotiate the educational system and support their children’s learning is needed. 

Recognition of the dynamic interplay between immigrant fathers, families and host country
As Berry(this volume ) and others (Phinney, 2006) have argued, we need to move beyond undirectional conceptions that focus on the changes that occur for the immigrant fathers and explore the changes that occur for members of the host country as a result of contact with immigrants.  Such considerations will shift the dialogue from a focus on the negative implications of immigrants on the host culture to a more balanced view that recognizes the positive effects of immigrants on members of the host culture.  Several factors will influence the degree of impact of immigrant fathers on host fathers. First, the degree of exposure to immigrant fathers and their families is a major determinant; this is likely to vary across different areas of the United States with residents in traditional immigration sites such as New York, Florida, Texas, Arizona, and California being most likely to have high exposure to recent immigrants.  As we know, contact per se is unlikely to result in positive perceptions (Dixon, Durrheim, & Tredoux, 2005).  Indeed, the nature of the interpersonal experience between immigrants and host individuals needs to be measured as well. Together amount of contact and the positive/negative valence of the experience are important determinants of whether there is openness or dismissal of lessons offered by immigrant fathers.

In the current historical context, perception of economic threat in terms of reduction of job opportunities will be a major determinant of attitudes of members of the host culture toward immigrants.  Variations across social class and education levels will be likely, with lower SES and more poorly educated host country fathers being most threatened by immigrants of color (Rubin, 1994).  On the other hand, as the recent film, “A Day Without a Mexican” so dramatically documents, many middle class families depend on an immigrant workforce to fulfill their needs for gardeners, housekeepers, day care providers, and nannies.  The hotel, travel, entertainment, service, and manufacturing sectors of the economy are increasingly dependent on immigrant labor, and agricultural production is heavily dependent on immigrants as a source of inexpensive labor for planting and harvesting.  According to occupational analysis from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, two-thirds of all U.S. jobs do not require formal education or experience, a trend expected to continue for another decade (Hecker, 2001; Nightingale & Fix, 2004). Although the labor practices in many employment sectors disadvantage immigrant workers, the heavy dependence on immigrants’ labor could lead many managers and business owners to develop positive attitudes toward immigrants.

Similarly, host acceptance is likely to depend upon perceptions of the educational impact of immigrants on their own children’s educational experiences and opportunities.  Some host fathers may view exposure to other cultural and linguistic groups as opportunities for teaching attitudes about acceptance of diversity and broadening of children’s cultural learning.  Others may view bilingual classrooms or other educational accommodations to immigrants as threats to educational quality of host country children. Perceptions of the impact of immigrant families on availability and cost of medical and local services will be a further factor that will shape attitudes of host country fathers.  Children of Asian immigrants tend to do better in school and achieve higher college attendance rates than host country children (with the exception of southeast Asians, see Yang, 2004), leading some host country parents to react negatively to all Asian groups.  Anti-immigrant initiatives denying services to non-citizens and requiring the use of English have been applied to all immigrant groups, though in the American Southwest, they were motivated by a rapidly growing Latino population and the formerly dominant Anglo majority feeling threatened (Hood & Morris, 1998; Wilson, 2001). On the positive side, host fathers may benefit from the strengths of immigrant families in terms of their family values – familism in Latino families -- indicating commitment to the involvement of extended families in rearing children.  Such practices can provide alternate models of family functioning that can be contrasted with an individualistic style inherited from northern European forbearers.

How will fathers’ roles in the host country change as a consequence of both exposure to and attitudes toward immigrant fathers? A careful analysis of how fathers’ engagement, accessibility and responsibility for children shift as a function of exposure to immigrant fathers is a topic ripe for further analysis.  Will American fathers’ focus on playful interaction shift in response to exposure to alternative models of fatherhood?  For example, siblings and mothers rather than fathers often serve as play partners for younger children in Mexican culture (Zukow-Goldring, 2002).  Similarly, will host fathers seek more contact and support from extended family members as a result of this exposure?  Clearly, fathers in the United States have much to gain from exposure to alternative fathering models; to what extent they are influenced remains an open question.

Acculturation: Who, How, & When
Acculturation is another factor that needs to be considered if we are to increase our understanding of immigrant fathers.  Different individuals in the family acculturate at different rates and therefore we need to move toward a more differentiated model of acculturation in which acculturation trajectories of different family members are recognized. For example, mothers, fathers and children acculturate at different rates due to varied educational and work experiences.  Children learn English at a faster rate than adults while fathers’ and mothers’ rates of acculturation may vary as a function of the type of employment opportunities they enjoy. Parents who stay at home or who work in ethnically homogeneous groups (e.g., hotel maids; garment workers; construction workers; gardeners) acculturate more slowly than those who are exposed to a wider range of ethnicities in the workplace (e.g., schools, banks, and other white-collar occupations).  How do the resulting discrepancies in rates of acculturation influence fathering roles and marital relationships?

From our own work (Parke et al., 2004b) with Mexican-American families, acculturation is associated with less use of harsh discipline on the part of parents.  At the same time, marital problems increased as women acculturated to the host country and began to expect more equality within the marriage (and between the parents and children) than did their husbands.  Moreover, the empowerment that may come as a result of children’s linguistic and cultural (host) competence may increase child-parent conflict due to children’s push for autonomy and greater decision-making within the family. Similarly, conflict between parents and children may increase as a result of children’s adoption of norms and beliefs based on their experience in the host culture.  Issues of dress codes, curfew, and activities with peers are likely to produce conflict. In our own studies, we see these conflicts increase most dramatically for Mexican-born fathers as they attempt to control their adolescent daughters more tightly than their adolescent sons.  Listen to this father who discusses his worries about his daughter.

I take her and bring her [to and from school].  And she tells me ‘don’t go for me, I will walk’, but I tell her, ‘I don’t want you flirting’…She is old now and with any little thing that you do they are going to steal you.  I tell her that ‘if you don’t want any problems with any one, don’t go with anyone if they ask you if you want a friendship, or a ride, or whatever.’  Tell them, ‘my dad is coming and he brings me and takes me so I don’t need anything from no one.

- 52-year-old first generation Mexican immigrant father

In past studies, little attention has been given to the possible differences in acculturation that can occur between siblings and how immigrant fathers might respond. It is expected that differential acculturation styles may affect family dynamics and in particular the father-child relationships. This is important because the siblings’ levels of acculturation has been related to how comfortable and connected each child feels with their parents and extended family members (Pyke, 2005). When language was an issue, it was also found that one sibling needed to translate for a more acculturated sibling when intergenerational interaction was in order. It will be important for future research to focus on differential sibling acculturation and how this can occur in relation to their age at immigration, birth order, and gender. By further studying how these different factors affect acculturation within a family, we can better understand the outcomes related to immigrant families’ environments. 

It is likely that siblings of different ages will acculturate at different rates due to the age at which they are exposed to a new language and culture and the families differential treatment towards each child (Pyke, 2005). For example, Newport (1990) has shown that children who are exposed to a new language before puberty will acquire the new language faster and speak with a less pronounced accent than those who are exposed to a new linguistic environment only after the onset of puberty. Siblings who arrive before and after adolescence may have differential language proficiencies, which, in turn, may result in different patterns of sibling relationships. 

In addition, depending on the age at immigration, the new school climate may differ substantially from the school system in the country of origin. In California, children of parents whose primary language is not English are tested for English proficiency and referred to mandatory English instruction as needed.  Following the goals of the “English-only” proposition (CA Prop 227) children are placed in “immersion” (English only) classrooms where only English is spoken and provided with special English language development instruction.  A child with limited English proficiency is eligible, upon parent request, to be placed in a bilingual program, with the goal of full immersion within a year (California Education Code 300-340).  Because the manner in which mainstream society accepts multiculturalism has an effect on acculturation outcomes and ethnic identity (Phinney, Horenczyk, Liebkin, & Vedder, 2001), it is expected that school experiences will have an effect on children’s acculturation and ethnic identity.  Therefore, siblings of different ages may have a substantially different school experience and feel different pressures to assimilate into the new environment.

As previous research has found, language is significantly related to social competence (Damico & Damico, 1993).  If siblings enter into the mainstream school system at different ages, their English language skills and accent may not only differ (Newport, 1990), but their social competence may differ as well (Damico & Damico, 1993).  If one child has a less pronounced accent and is more comfortable with the English language, social activity with children of different cultural and linguistic competencies may occur more frequently and fluidly, thus facilitating further acculturation.  On the other hand, another sibling with limited English skills may feel more comfortable interacting with their parents and peers from the same ethnic background, thus limiting their enculturation opportunities. 

Another aspect of the sibling relationship which has been alluded to is the issue of birth order.  Researchers have found that older siblings have a stronger grasp of the native culture as they have had more experience in the native country and have more direct contact with their parents (Pyke, 2005).  Also, as more children enter into the family, the family’s time and resources may be further strained and the younger child may be raised with fewer opportunities to be enculturated by the family (Cheng & Kuo, 2000).  The less time children have with their parent, or family members with a strong connection to the native culture, the less they are able to establish a strong cultural foundation.  And as siblings acculturate differently and at different rates their relationship with their parents may also be different.

Finally, we must also look at gender as an effect on the differential treatment within the family.  As sibling structure differs between families, so will the dynamics of the family.  For example, it has been found that all-male sibling groups have higher intimacy with parents, and being a female in a mostly male sibling group is associated with less intimacy.  In such a sibling structure, the fathers may feel less intimate with their daughters because they may feel pressured to socialize the boys first and foremost (Lawson & Brossart, 2004).  In terms of acculturation, it stands to reason that the sibling structure will affect the manner in which each child is pressured to maintain the native culture, and how close the children feel towards their parents, and in turn their connections to the native culture. 

As we have stated, a number of conditions may lead to differential acculturation among siblings.  It is necessary to understand how such conditions relate to one another to gain further knowledge of how the father role may change as a consequence of the differential acculturation rates.  Pyke’s (2005) finding that translation between siblings and parents was sometimes necessary has implications for father-child dynamics.  For example, a father may have less authority within the family, as he must depend on one child to translate for him in order to talk to another child.  One child may feel pressure to be the disciplinarian for his father, as the other child may never experience discipline directly from the father. In addition, as siblings acculturate differently they may form distinct ideas of what a father must be.  Therefore in order to be an effective father, in his children’s eyes, he must parent each child differently in order to fulfill the distinct needs. How connected a father is to his children, and how well his behavior maps onto what his children feel he is doing, may have a substantial effect on later developmental and behavioral outcomes, and for this reason it merits attention.

Cultural Brokers

Recent work on children who serve as “brokers” between parents and the wider culture illustrates the richness of this cultural variation for understanding not only family dynamics in immigrant groups but also the dynamic and bi-directional nature of the parent-child relationship.  Therefore, children often act as cultural brokers on behalf of the family in part due to the linguistic limitations of the parents: “With responsibility as interpreters of the new culture and language, immigrant parents are often in a position with no one to translate or interpret for them.  Traditional intergenerational authority relationships change and the child also becomes involved in the worries and concerns of the family, such as hassles with landlords, arranging for medical care, and dealing with the legal system” (Olsen & Chen, 1988, p. 31).  As Buriel, Chao, and their colleagues (Buriel, Perez, DeMent, Chavez, & Moran, 1998; Chao, 2001) have discovered, these natural experiments of migration (cultural brokering) produce parent-child role reversal, shifts in generational power, and increases in responsibility taking. While these experiences may be maturity enhancing as well as stressful for children, they may be threatening to father‘s authority in the family and a potential source of conflict between parents and children.  As such, they provide unique opportunities to test our assumptions about the capabilities of children to manage developmentally off-time challenges and about how families cope and adapt to the obstacles of entering a new culture.  The unique situation of cultural brokering has important implications for children’s socioemotional and academic development as well as giving us insight into how father roles shift under these changes in family power dynamics.

Research Directions

In this section we explore future directions that research on immigrant fathers might take including a multidisciplinary focus, the endorsement of multi level models of analysis and innovations in sampling and design. 


Multidisciplinary orientation.  First, multiple disciplines are necessary, if we are to fully understand immigrant fathers. Historians are necessary to remind us of prior immigration experiences and to show how historical shifts shape fathering roles. Did the immigrant fathers of the late 1800’s experience the same issues as immigrant fathers of 2005 and 2020?  Demographers remind us that demographic trends are important contexts for our understanding and interpretation of fathering roles, opportunities and behaviors. Tracing the demographic  trend lines is a critical task to understand how shifts in the relative percentages of different immigrant groups relative to the host cultures modifies fathering.  Anthropologists remind us that concepts of inter-cultural contact are derived from classic anthopological studies (Redfield, Linton, & Herskovitz, 1936) and that ethnographic methods are critical tools to employ in this process. Sociologists remind us that societal organization in terms of class, and race/ethnicity shape attitudes, opportunities, and access to societal resources and services and are, thus, critical considerations in terms of understanding fathers. Economists remind us that economic opportunity is a critical determinant of the variations in immigrant fathering behavior. Father’s perceptions of their roles as “provider” will be altered by vocational circumstances and the family’s level of financial stress and security will be determined, in part, by economic opportunities for both fathers (and mothers).  Political scientists remind us that the political power and influence acquired by different immigrant groups will have major effects on social policies that will directly impact the level and cultural appropriateness of social services as well as economic opportunities.  Psychologists remind us that a variety of psychological processes merit examination at various phases of the immigration experience including coping strategies, social support availability and utilization as well as interpersonal relationships among family members.


Theoretical considerations.  What kind of theoretical framework is needed to understand immigrant fathers?  What are the new techniques that are available that will help us better understand fathers in general and immigrant fathers in particular?  Let’s proceed from a multi-level framework as a guide and consider the techniques that may be available for assessing individual, dyadic, familial, social and cultural levels of analysis.  Finally, a transactional model and multilevel framework are necessary to understand immigrant fathers and their impact on children’s development:

Individual level. Individual level differences in social and psychological characteristics of fathers in terms of attitudes toward involvement, motivation for fathering, skill and competence, and gender-based attitudes toward fathering have long been recognized (Lamb, 2004).  However there has been interest recently in the biological basis of fathering with the recognition that hormonal changes occur in response to the transition to fatherhood.  For example, Storey, Walsh, Quinton, and Wynne-Edwards (2000) found that men experienced significant pre, peri and postnatal changes in each of three hormones, prolactin, cortisol, and testosterone, a pattern of results that was similar to the women in their study.  Specifically, prolactin levels were higher for both men and women in the late prenatal period than in the early postnatal period and cortisol levels increased just before and decreased in the postnatal period.  Perhaps of greater interest is the fact that men who are highly involved with their partners during pregnancy are more likely to show lower levels of testosterone in the postnatal period.  In turn, this may increase their responsiveness to infant cues during the postnatal period.

What are the hormonal changes associated with the transition to fatherhood among immigrant fathers of different types?  For example, are sojourner immigrant fathers who are absent for part of the prenatal pregnancy period less likely to show hormonal shifts that have been found for fathers who are available and involved with their partners during pregnancy?  And what are the long-term implications of these different patterns of hormonal changes? Studies of these questions not only provide fresh insights into immigrant father processes, but provide natural experimental tests of variation in father availability on their biological responses to becoming a father.   

Dyadic level processes. At the dyadic level father-child, father-mother as well as co-parenting relationships are recognized as important aspects of fathering.  At present, we are in a better position to evaluate and measure dyadic level processes than previously (Kenny, Mohr, & Levesque, 2001), by being able to evaluate actor, partner or dyad level contributions, to relationships.  How do these components shift across time in response to the transition and degree and type of acculturative experiences various family dyads have, such as parent-child (father-child; mother-child) and husband-wife dyads?  Do the individual level components become more important as a result of (a) entry into a more individualistically oriented culture from a more collectivist culture and (b) different rates of acculturation to the host culture on the part of different partners in the parent-child or –marital dyads?

Family level processes. Does the commitment and expression of familism change as a result of the immigration experience?  Again new techniques for assessment of family level variables will be helpful in moving this level of analysis from metaphor to measurement.  Recent work by Cook and Kenny (2004) for assessment of family level variables could be usefully applied to families of immigrant fathers.  Other family level assessments such as routines and rituals (Fiese, Foley, & Spagnola, 2006) are useful indices of family organization and functioning.  Assessment of how these change across time or are a consequence of immigration would be useful not only to gauge family relationships but also to measure of how families adapt to new cultural contexts.  The film “What’s Cooking,” is an excellent illustration of how Vietnamese, Latinos, African-American, and Jewish families incorporate both elements that are culture-specific as well as American in their celebration of the Thanksgiving dinner ritual: All cooked a turkey but collard greens, rice, latkes and tamales were central parts for the feast for African-American, Vietnamese, Jewish and Latino families. This, in fact, may be an example of the Silverstein and Aurebach (this volume) concept of Creolization –a creative melange of values of the traditional culture (Chinese, Mexican etc.) and US cultural norms.

Community Level.  Fathers are affected not only by individual , dyadic and family level factors but by whether they are embedded in a network of community level influences as well.  New techniques for the assessment of community level influences such as neighborhoods are becoming available including census tract measures, community surveys and systematic social observation (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2000; Sampson, 2005).  Another promising methodological tool for neighborhood level assessments is Geographical Information Systems (GIS) also termed computer mapping that allows pictorial maps that depict variations in the distributions of groups, services, crime levels and other community level indicators (Cadora, Swartz, & Gordon, 2003). These new neighborhood level approaches will allow us to better characterize the qualities of different communities in terms of their ethnic variation and/or homogeneity, the economic opportunity structure, the availability of services, the levels of social capita as well as the levels of violence - all factors that may have an influence on fathering behavior. For example, immigrant fathers in neighborhoods that are characterized by high levels of perceived danger may be more authoritarian than fathers in less threatening contexts (Dodge, McLoyd & Lansford, 2005).  In our studies of Mexican American families we have found that immigrant fathers who live in rough neighborhoods are more likely to monitor and control their children’s activities, but that they also rely on support from kin and co-ethnics who live nearby (Coltrane et al., 2005).  In the tradition of ecological systems theory (Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 1998) the task will be to describe the ways in which shifts in these various levels of analysis change over time as a result of acculturation and new waves of immigration and to determine how these shifts affect fathers’ roles and levels of involvement.

Methodological issues in research on immigrant fathers

As the research base in the area of immigrant fathers accumulates evidence, there will likely be related methodological innovations that will inform the study of immigrant fathers. As has been urged elsewhere, it is imperative for future studies to include multiple waves of measurement (Phinney, 2006) and data gathered using mixed methods   from multiple reporters (Patterson & Yoerger, 1993),  However, we focus here on other innovations that should be considered in research studies.  In other work we outlined some of the barriers to research with Latino fathers (e.g., recruitment, attrition, measurement equivalence; Parke et al.,2004b) and in this section we offer recommendations for the future of research on immigrant fathers.

Qualitative and Quantitative approaches are both useful.  Developmentalists (and other social scientists) are often prone to binary thinking.  This applies to methodological preferences as well as a variety of conceptual issues (Parkeet al., 2004b).  In no case is this more evident than in the division between those who endorse qualitative approaches and those who endorse quantitative approaches.  Although most child developmentalists are trained in quantitative methods, as our research agenda has broadened the need for qualitative methods is increasingly recognized.  Qualitative approaches such as focus groups and ethnographies are commonly used in other disciplines but have less often been used by child developmentalists (Burton & Price-Spratlen, 1999; Garcia-Coll & Magnuson, 1999).  Focus groups are excellent forums in which to explore as well as to examine similarities and differences across gender, socioeconomic classes, and ethnic groups.  These groups provide a unique opportunity for parents and children to articulate their concerns, values and goals in a context that is less constrained than the usual interview format.  This technique is of particular value in the early stages of research with understudied populations and is of particular value in the study of immigrant fathers (see Parke et al., 2004b for examples of this approach for the study of Latino fathers).  However, this approach is useful at the data interpretation stage, as well.  Recently, Cooper (1999) used follow-up focus groups to aid in interpretation of paradoxical findings.  She found that although Chinese American and Vietnamese American students hold strong family values and respect their parents a great deal, they do not necessarily involve them in decisions or discussions about their college majors or sexual orientations.  Focus groups helped Cooper resolve the paradox: The students did not communicate with their parents about such sensitive topics out of deference, not lack of respect.

However, qualitative studies are not without limitations.  For example, many qualitative studies do not generalize to larger populations and most qualitative studies lack the analytic ability to test complex theories of family processes.  Also, qualitative studies are time-intensive and difficult to replicate, thus, there may be a long delay between a study being conducted and the dissemination of the results.  Finally, because many qualitative studies employ methods that are unique to that particular study, they are oftentimes not published in top-tier peer-reviewed journals (e.g., only one qualitative study [Wassenberg, Feron, & Kessels, 2005]) was published in Child Development between 2001 and 2005) and qualitative studies can oftentimes be overlooked by policy-makers and academics.  As a result, we urge researchers to conduct qualitative studies as an essential first step, but also recommend that future studies employ large samples using combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches.

Innovations in sampling.  The field needs to entertain approaches beyond traditional random sampling procedures because such methods are unlikely to yield representative samples of immigrant families (Brown, Long, Gould, Weitz, & Milliken, 2000; Gilliss et al., 2001; Ness, Nelson, Kumanyika, & Grisso, 1997).  Alternatively, there are a number of methods that promote recruitment, curb attrition, and facilitate participation among marginalized groups.  Specifically, researchers of immigrant fathers may want to consider employing either participant action research methods (Gilmore, Krantz, & Ramirez, 1986) or respondent-driven sampling methods (Heckathorn, 1997, 2002).  Participant action research (PAR) is by no means a new method (Lewin, 1946) but it is a technique of favor when it is difficult to divorce research from practice.  As a group of methods, PAR seeks to “learn by doing” and can be employed when researchers both wish to study and affect a phenomenon in short order (Gilmore, et al., 1986).  Like qualitative methods, PAR demands a good deal of time and energy expenditure by researchers to develop relationships within communities and also requires the researcher to give up control when it comes to recruitment and interviewing, however, PAR does not presume that established research measures and methods will be employed once the sample is obtained.  On the other hand, respondent-driven sampling (RDS) allows for the identification and recruitment of populations for which knowledge of group membership (e.g., undocumented immigrant status) may have associated risk or stigma (e.g., deportation).  Through the use of appropriate incentives and rigorous controls, RDS accounts for the problematic biases that are present in existing chain-referral methods (e.g., snowball sampling) by statistically modeling the chain of referral in a manner that allows for the estimation of unbiased population estimates (Heckathorn, 1997).  RDS uses group-mediated social control processes (Heckathorn, 1990) to reward participants twice: once for their involvement in the study and again when they recruit other participants.  In a study of referrals for mental health treatment, Asian Americans were more frequently voluntarily referred by friends, loved ones, and organizations than other ethnic groups in which coercive referrals were more common (Takeuchi & Cheung, 1998).  It is possible that similar socially mediated group referral forms may be salient among immigrant father populations.  Although it is impossible to randomly sample a hidden population, RDS seeks to account for the representativeness of the acquired sample by providing a means to calculate unbiased estimates of population parameters (Heckathorn, 2002).

 
Construct validity in research on immigrant fathers. There is a need for additional construct validity studies of measurement equivalence among immigrant populations.  The steps involved in conducting research with immigrant families tends to include preliminary qualitative work to determine the scope of the research question and to develop research measures followed by subsequent studies in which established research measures are adapted and subsequently used in large-scale studies (Knight & Hill, 1998).  However, some widely-used measures of adjustment and distress have not been validated with ethnic minority and immigrant populations.  The Child Behavior Checklist (Achenbach & Edelbrach, 1983) is a rare exception with validity studies published from samples in China (Su, Yang, & Wan, 1999), Norway (Bilenberg, 1999), and Germany (Lösel, Bliesener, & Köferl, 1991).  In addition, studies have determined the cross-ethnic equivalence of measures of health outcomes (Klimidis, Minas, & Yamamoto, 2001; Lubetkin, Jia, & Gold, 2004), acculturation (Zea, Asner-Self, & Birman, 2003), intelligence (Te Nijenhuis, Tolboom, & Resing, 2004), and intercultural adjustment (Matsumoto, LeRoux, & Ratzlaff, 2001).  We encourage researchers to conduct and disseminate the results from their construct validity studies, either in peer-reviewed journals or as working papers available on-line.  In addition, it will be important for editors to include such studies in their journals.  By conducting and disseminating these findings, other researchers of immigrant fathers will be able to employ established research measures as part of their own studies which will allow for replication and further knowledge

 
Advances in the measurement of context.  There is a growing body of evidence to suggest that the experiences of immigrant families are linked to both the contexts in which they live (Guerra & Smith, 2006) as well as their perceptions of those contexts   (Greenberger, Chen, & Beam, 2000; Katz,1999).  For immigrants, the ability to negotiate diverse settings has been associated with adaptive acculturation (Coatsworth, Maldonado-Malina, Pantin, & Szapocznik, 2005), increased access to employment (Vern & Guinn, 2003; Berry, 2006), and access to social services (Ku & Matani, 2001; Kretsedemas, 2005).  In addition, regardless of whether one actually lives and works near immigrants, perceptions of the number of immigrants in the United States is changing such that more immigrants than are actually immigrating are perceived to be in the country (Alba, Rumbaut, & Marotz, 2005).  Creating an operational definition of context, on the other hand, is less than straight-forward.  On the one hand, by asking participants to provide their zip codes, it is possible to use census tract estimates to obtain information on relatively homogenous neighborhood scores of possible influences such as household structure, income, and employment.  Alternatively, non-census-based measures of context that may be relevant to the experiences of immigrant father include state laws regarding legal and undocumented immigration, access to public transportation, and public school policies.  A greater focus on context in the future may be useful in explaining which immigrant fathers thrive.


Increased focus on within-group variability. Research on immigrant families has tended to report mean level differences between different immigrant groups (e.g., comparing Mexican and Chinese immigrants) or mean differences between immigrants and non-immigrants.  A focus on mean level differences tends to overlook the variability within groups (Parke et al., 2004a; Parke & Buriel, 2006).  This could be especially salient for research on immigrant fathers for a number of reasons.  First, mean differences between immigrant and non-immigrant fathers may have less to do with true score differences and may be a function of measurement variability.  Second, it might be reasonable to hypothesize differences between groups, but such differences are only meaningful if they explain unique rates of adjustment over time.  Third, too many studies group immigrants from different countries and compare them to non-immigrants.  Whereas such grouping methods may be useful in terms of offering insights about policy, researchers ought to focus narrowly on a particular national heritage to demonstrate important processes within groups (Sue, Sue, Sue, & Takeucki, 1995).  For example, immigrant fathers from China and the Philippines may value filial piety and believe family members should avoid shame for the family, however, the political and economic differences that explained their respective decisions to immigrate might differentially explain whether such values translate into behavior and processes within families.

Conceptualizing father involvement among immigrant fathers.  Considerable theoretical work has sought to describe the components of father involvement.  Two decades ago, Lamb, Pleck, Charnov, and Levine(1985, 1987) urged that father involvement be assessed as a multidimensional construct comprised of accessibility, engagement, and responsibility and this framework has proved a useful guide for conceptualizing father involvement.  However, theoretical conceptualizations of father involvement in the context of immigrant experiences have progressed more slowly.  Likely, this lag has occurred due to a lack of empirical data, however, theoretical orientations frequently precede analyses.  A well-conceived conceptualization provides parameters that confine researchers and promote the possibility of replication.  Theory also transcends a narrow focus on status predictors such as generation of immigration and instead explains resources and vulnerabilities within groups that might explain overall adjustment more readily.  As the chapters in this volume    evidence, progress is being made to offer analysis   and theory   of immigrant father involvement, and we look forward to the work that lies ahead.
Ethical treatment of immigrant fathers as research  participants.  As interest in immigrant fathers flourishes, so too will the number of studies on immigrant families increase.  In the frenzy to collect information from these families, it will be important to ensure that participants are included in studies in a manner that is ethical and appropriately fit to their cultural expectations.  Immigrants who have come to the United States as refugees may experience distress in response to questions about the decision to leave their native countries (Suárez-Orozco & Suárez-Orozco, 2001).  As a result, it is important to develop demographic measures of the pre-immigration history in a manner that accurately captures those life experiences without unnecessarily upsetting the reporter.  As methods for gathering this information become more prevalent, researchers may wish to consider standardizing collection of this data to elicit information without evoking emotional reactions.  In addition, researchers ought to be trained to offer extensive opportunities for participants to be debriefed to minimize their distress.  Finally, we urge researchers who recruit low-income participants to be sensitive to perceived economic pressures associated with large compensation amounts.  If a compensation amount is too large, some immigrant fathers may feel compelled to participate, despite privacy concerns that might otherwise prevent them from being involved.


Researchers in this area need community.  In the 1930s the founding members of the Society for Research in Child Development held their first conference in the conference space of a small Travelodge.  While the membership now fills a large convention center, those early days were important in the establishment of a like-minded academic community.  Today’s technologies offer remarkable opportunities for access to information, long-distance collaboration, and dissemination of knowledge.  The Special Interest Group on Studying Immigrant Families (SIG-SIF), an interactive online forum that allows for discussion and dissemination of knowledge and opportunities in this area, is one such group.  Accessible at http://www.education.wisc.edu/edpsych/imfamsig, the SIG-SIF was initiated following a discussion group at the 2006 biannual meeting of the Society for Research on Adolescence and seeks provide members of this new academic community with a place to learn about suggested talks at conferences, communicate results, and disseminate methodological knowledge. 

 
Use continuous measures to “fill the cells.”  One challenge facing empirical investigations of immigrant family experiences concerns the difficulty of gathering participants in a way that allows for meaningful within group comparisons.  For example, we are currently conducting a study of the social construction of fatherhood among 393 families using a 2x2 design based on ethnicity (European American and Mexican American) and the presence of a step father in the home (intact, biological and step).  In our data, we have 118 first-generation immigrant fathers and, thus, can explore variability between our first- and second-generation fathers, however, we have no other ethnicities in our sample nor any families from never-married or single-mother families. 


Although it is implausible that a single research project could resolve all of the questions related to a phenomenon, we hope methodological advances will be proposed and adapted to answer questions that have previously been asked at the group level and that instead use continuous measures of group status. Returning to the example study above, generation of immigration is a group variable that could be quantified in terms of number of years in the United States. Similarly, stepfather presence could be quantified in terms of number of years the step-father was in the home. By moving away from status we may be able to more readily account for variability in a novel manner that does not require assignment of cases to cells given selection criteria.  


In this section we’ve offered a number of thoughts about methodological innovations that future researchers of the immigrant father experience may promote research in this area.

Policy Implications

Few areas of scholarship are as policy relevant as work on immigrant fathers.  As the current national debate in the United States continues about the status and rights of immigrant-fathers as well as mothers, children and other relatives, research is needed to guide the policy making process.  More attention to the economic contributions of immigrant fathers and their families to the national welfare is needed in addition to efforts to quantify the costs of providing health care and education to families and their children.  What are the rights of Native-born children when they are born to undocumented parents?  Although the focus of the current debate is on the short-term economic costs and benefits imagining the future requires a longer term perspective.  For example, population replacement rates are declining in many countries which, in turn, threatens long–term economic tax bases and the supply of work force participants.  As Tierney (2006) recently noted, “The fertility rate of native-born Americans in many states, including California, has fallen to near or below the replacement rate, as it has in European countries that are struggling to support their aging populations.  Worried European leaders have been trying to reverse the decline by offering subsidies to parents, like the hefty payment announced this month by President Vladimir Putin of Russia.  But America is in better shape than Europe. Its population is still growing robustly, partly because of the arrival of adult immigrants, and partly because immigrants don’t have to be bribed to have children.  Their higher fertility rate helps off-set the natives’, bringing the overall national rate just about up to the replacement level.

Some “no más” natives complain that the country can’t absorb immigrants the way it once could.  But these natives also expect Social security and Medicare to sustain them during their retirement. Now that birthrates are low and retirees are living so long, America needs immigrants more than ever.  If there were a moratorium on legal immigration, the social security deficit would rise by nearly a third over the next 50 years according to (Anderson, 2005).  Even illegal immigrants help the system’s finances, because when they give employers bogus Security numbers, the taxes paid on their behalf end up in the trust fund.  With fewer immigrants, we’d have to either raise taxes or cut retiree benefits.  And who would do the work they’re now doing (Tierney, 2006)?

In sum by taking the longer view it is possible that immigration – as it has in the past – benefits not just the immigrants but the members of the host country as well. At the same time, predicting the future is a hazardous endeavor.  As Robert Coles (1999) reminds us, “Time holds its mysteries and the future resists our easy grasp, however anxious we be to assert it conclusively.”

Final message

By recognizing that fathering, including immigrant fathering, is a dynamic concept open to historical, cultural, and technological influences we will be better positioned to understand the inevitable changes that will take place for future immigrant fathers and be better able to design policies and programs for immigrant fathers in this new millennium.
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