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Abstract


Thirty women between the ages of 61 and 86 living in residential care institutions were evaluated on a series of classification tasks. Performances of seven of these women were compared with their performances on the same tasks in 1975 and also with the performances of a group of women tested previously who had since died. Retrospective and longitudinal analyses of the data showed that the non-survivors had performed significantly better on two of the three tasks than did the survivors. The survivors showed individual variability in performance from year to year.


The performances of the thirty women tested in 1976 across classification tasks varied: Women performed significantly better on forced classification tasks and those tasks in which abstract verbal abilities were required.


These data suggest that the intellective performance of aged adults does not follow a pattern of loss of cognitive skills in the reverse order of their acquisition in childhood, but that verbal abilities have a positive mediating effect in intellective tasks. 

