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Abstract


The research examined the role of impulsivity in the failure of upper-division university students to disconfirm their hypotheses. Wason’s 2-4-6 task was conducted under two conditions, guided and unguided. Impulsivity was measured as a covariate using Matching Familiar Figures Test (MFFT) and Personality Research Form (PRF). MFFT latency and error were negatively correlated. (-.50, p< .01). No correlation was found between MFFT measures and the PRF. The hypothesis that the guided condition should be effective in eliciting disconfirmatory reasoning was supported. A significant correlation of .51 (p< .05) between success on the 2-4-6 task and reflectivity as measure by MFFT latency in the unguided condition was significantly higher (p<.001) than the correlation (.11) between success and reflectivity in the guided condition. Other hypotheses were not supported. 

Subjects’ number of produced confirmatory series was the only significant predictor of success on the 2-4-6 task (p<.05). Problems with the measures and subject variability are discussed. 

Subjects Info


The subjects were 29 students (13 male and 17 female) enrolled in upper-division psychology courses at San Francisco State University, a public university with a student population drawn from broad socio-economic and diverse ethnic backgrounds. Reported ages ranged from 20 to 43 years. (Of the original 31 subjects, 2 subjects were eliminated from the study—a female because of her refusal to be taped and a male because of failure to complete the interview. Two subjects failed to complete the PRF but were retained for other analyses.)
