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Abstract


The purpose of this present study was to establish a link between early parent-child interaction and self-concept in six-year-olds. Thirty-three mother-child dyads participated in a videotaped playroom session which included two 45-minute separations. Aggregated attachment behavior ratings were assigned to each child based on response to reunion with the mother. Global self-concept was assessed on the basis of a self-report measure and a teacher inferred self-concept rating scale. No significant associations were found between attachment ratings and the self-concept measures. Possible explanations for unanticipated results are discussed.

Subjects Info


Thirty-three six-year-olds (19 girls and 14 boys) were recruited from schools in several East Bay communities. The sample included children from predominantly white, middle-class families. Sixty-seven percent of the children spent approximately 20 hours per week in some type of child care situation out of the home. Twenty-one percent lived in single-parent families. Their mothers ranged in age from 23 to 49 years (M=37), and total family income exceeded $ 30,000 in 76% of the families.


Over the course of several months some families withdrew from our study (n=5), or did not respond to letters encouraging continued participation (n=5). In addition, one teacher was unwilling to take part in this study by providing self-concept data. The remaining sample included 14 girls and 8 boys. Demographic percentages were relatively unchanged in the process.

