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Abstract


A longitudinal study of 148 primary school children was conducted to examine the predictive relationship between phonemic awareness and reading achievement over a two-year period. A phonemic awareness test consisting of Rhyming, Blending, and isolation, was administered in the beginning of first grade followed by standardized reading tests at the end of first grade and at the end of second grade. The hypothesis that phonemic awareness was predictive of reading achievement was supported (r = .49, p< .01; r = .56, p < .01).

Hierarchical multiple regression results supported the second hypothesis indicating that the phonemic component of segmentation measured by isolation tasks was the strongest predictor of reading achievement (R = .53, p < .001; R = .53, p < .001). Significant differences in phonemic awareness skills and reading achievement due to English as a second language were found at the beginning of first grade. These differences were no longer significant at the end of first and second grade. The results supported the Code-Emphasis model of reading acquisition.

