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Abstract


A dual-task paradigm is used to evaluate if the verbal semantic component is composed of separate auditory and visual verbal semantic subcomponents, and if a critical period exists for second language acquisition in the linguistic domain of semantic processing. Four language groups performed an auditory and a visual detection task requiring meaning-level analysis in single and dual task conditions. 

First group consisted of monolinguals who acquired English before ages 6, between 6 and 12, and after 12. Performance was measured for both accuracy of detection and time taken to respond. Findings indicate that separate structures are involved in processing the two tasks, but it did not suggest that there is a critical period for second language acquisition in the linguistic domain of semantic competence.

Subjects Info


There were four language groups of participants in the study. All participants were male and female undergraduates from San Francisco State University. Subjects were all volunteers who received course credit for their participation and signed the informed-consent form. The first group consisted of 10 adults of native monolingual English speakers (Natmono) and their mean age was 23.8 years (range 18 to 37 years). The next three language groups were all bilinguals (English was there second language) of different SLA onset age. Bilinguals’ native languages were Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Khummu, and Russian. The age of dividing bilinguals into bilinguals who acquired English before age 6 (BiBEFORES6), BILINGUALS WHO ACQUIRED English between 6 and 12 years (Bi MIDDLE) and bilinguals who acquired English after age 12 years old (Bi AFTER12) was modeled after Palij’s studies (1987, 1990) who found age-related effects on various measures of English proficiency. Each Bilingual subject was categorized into one of three bilingual language groups based on their response to the question “What age did you acquire English?” There were 8 bilinguals in the BiBEFORE6 group and mean age was 19.9 years (range 18 to 25 years). Two of these adults were born and acquired English in the States, 5 adults were immigrants and acquired English in the States, and 1 adult was an immigrant who acquired English in her native country. There were 8 bilinguals in the BiMIDDLE group and their mean age was 19.4 years (range 18 to 22 years). All adults were immigrants, but 5 acquired English in the States and 3 in their native countries. Lastly, bilinguals in the BiAFTER12 group consisted of 7 adults and their mean age was 21 years (range 18 to 24 years). All 7 adults in this group were immigrants and 6 acquired English in the States and 1 adult acquired English in native land.
