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Abstract


Recent studies on object individuation in infancy indicate that 10-month old infants may not be able use kind information to individuate objects (Xu & Carey, 1996; Xu, Carey, & Walch, 1999). This study examined the role of function, specifically structure-dependent function, in 10-month-old infants’ use of kind information in object individuation. Structure-dependent function was thought to be important based on prior studies showing that infants may form categories and individuate objects using function information (Baldwin, et al., 1993; Madole, et al., 1993; Van de Walle, 2001). Twenty-four 10-month-old infants participated in this study. Results indicated that 10-month-old infants still did not use kind information about an object’s function to individuate objects. A discussion of why infants still did not represent distinct objects even when given information about an object’s function and future lines of research is presented. 
