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Abstract


Wisdom has become of increasing interest and many psychologists claim that it is a desired goal of development. The present study is an exploratory one which attempts to make salient those values that are related to wisdom. The exploratory hypothesis states that higher scores on the Self Assessed Wisdom Scale would be associated with a set of values consistent with self-actualization. Participants were 40 graduate students of psychology and gerontology at San Francisco State University; 8 males and 32 females ranged in age from 23- to 67-years-old (M = 35, SD = 13). Statistics of significance were a Spearman’s RHO correlation between wisdom and the rank number of the value “wisdom” on the RVS (RHO = - .374, p < .05), a t-test of wisdom and gender (t(38) = 2.598, p < .05), and a t-test of ego defensive and adjustive groups t(39) = 32.450, p < .05. A post hoc qualitative analysis is offered. 

